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Writers Word Palette
Good writers are artists in their own right—or would that be write?  After writing the first draft of an essay, as you revise, use brushstrokes from the writer’s palette below to make your writing more vibrant.  While you don’t have to revise every single sentence, but be sure to touch up every paragraph.



             Terms Defined
Transitions and Attribution:  Transitions may consist of a single word, a phrase or even an entire sentence that are used to make your writing flow.  Attribution simply tells the reader who is being quoted, but be sure to use colorful verbs.  Avoid using said whenever possible: it lacks color.
Figures of Speech:  To reach your audience on a deeper level, use a simile, metaphor, analogy, or other figure of speech to clarify your explanations or arguments.


Action Verbs:  Make your writing more colorful by choosing action verbs that create a clear picture for your audience to imagine.

Vivid Adjectives and Adverbs: We all know that adjectives describe nouns and adverbs describe adjectives, verbs, and adverbs.  Create clear pictures for your audience to see an image, idea, or action vividly. 
Appositives:  An appositive is a definition of someone or something.  You use definitions all the time.  For example, you might say, "Linda is the student in the back row.  Friday is the best day of the week."  Those are definitions.  

When you write, you can put a definition into a sentence all by itself.  For example, "Jordan needs a ride to school tomorrow.  Jordan is my brother's best friend."  But, if all of your sentences are in this same short pattern, your writing may sound choppy and boring.  Writers solve this problem by using appositives.  Watch: Take the essential information in the second sentence, and you'll get "my brother's best friend."  Now add that information to the first sentence.  “Jordan, my brother's best friend, needs a ride to school tomorrow.”  Sounds better, doesn’t it?
Writers Tip:  The best time to use the Writer’s Palette is after you’ve completed the first draft of an essay.  Then, read the essay out loud to yourself while thinking, “What could I add to each paragraph that will create a memorable picture for the reader of my essay to remember?”  
When using the Writer’s palette, don’t use all the brushstrokes in every paragraph because it’ll confuse your audience.  Rather, like a good painter, add a stroke here, another there, so that by the end of the essay, you engage the reader with a vibrant picture of the ideas and analysis that comprise your writing.
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