Senior Research Paper

(Critical Approaches to World Literature)

[image: image1.wmf]Senior Project Overview:  Many of the characters and plots that entertain us today have been recycled from world literature.  So, why not expand our horizons and experience the original stories?  It makes sense.  Through the study of world literature, we can discover themes from around the world, such as the dignity of sacrifice, the struggle for equality, or meaning of existence that will help bring insight into our own lives.  Furthermore, critically writing about world literature will help us see that no culture is completely foreign to us.

· For your senior research project, you’ll be writing a critical analysis focusing on various genres of world literature and culture. To accomplish this, you can organize your essay in three different ways. 
1. Political Satire 

2. Thematic Approach 

3. Social, Philosophical, or Religious Approach (SPR Approach)
Basic Requirements:  
· Select a topic: Do some brainstorming and web research to help you choose a topic, but once you choose a topic, stick with it.  For this project, you’ll be writing a multiple-genre literary analysis.  What?  Don’t worry.  It’ll make sense as we discuss how to do the essay. 
· Write a thesis statement.  Of course, you'll need to revise it and narrow it further as you do your research. 
· Use Cornell Notes to keep track of your research.  Once your narrowed research begins, you’ll need to keep track of your own research process. That means to take Cornell Notes on anything that will support your thesis.  These notes will become the basis of your body paragraphs.
· Find at least five useful sources for your essay.  Your sources will include the Internet and a print source.  You will need to present these sources in MLA format, as well as turn in copies of all your cited sources highlighted. 
· Genres: Choose any of the three genres from two different continents on which to write your essay.  One of your genres must be a literary source of at least 100 pages in length.  
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*  Fiction

*   Film



*  Poetry

* Political 
*  Non-fiction

*  Song lyrics      


*  Art  

Cartoons

· The length of the essay must be at least four-and-a-quarter pages and no longer than six-and-a-quarter pages.  In addition, it must be written in MLA format.  If it is shorter or longer than these parameters, it will only receive half-credit.

	
	1. Political Satire
	2. Thematic Approach
	3. SPR Approach

	Writing 
Directions 
	A political satire is one that criticizes a society’s ideas, behaviors, customs or institutions.  It may be witty or serious in style or format.  The intention is to enlighten and/or improve society.  Find a political satire from a minimum of three genres that reflect a common political belief.  
	A thematic focus is one that analyzes how a theme is explored in various works of world literature.  Remember, you have to choose three different genres that have a common thematic element.  In your essay, explain how clearly and consistently each work effectively demonstrates that thematic element.
	For this approach, analyze how a particular social issue, philosophical issue, or religious issue is explored in various works of world literature.  Remember, you have to choose three different genres that explore one of these concerns.  In your essay, clearly and consistently analyze how each work effectively demonstrates the issue.

	1st Title 
	The Daily Show            with John Stewart.
	Things Fall Apart

by Chinua Achebe
	The Stranger

by Albert Camus

	1st  Genre  
	U.S. Television (media)
	African Author (fiction)
	European Author (fiction)

	1st Approach
	Misguided Patriotism
	Rites of Passage
	Existentialism

	2nd Title  
	1984   

by George Orwell          
	“Good Riddance”
by Greenday
	Interview with the Vampire
Screenplay by Anne Rice

	2nd  Genre 
	European Author (fiction)
	American Author (lyrics)
	American Film (fiction)

	2nd Approach
	Misguided Patriotism
	Rites of Passage
	Existentialism

	3rd Title 
	“Political Science”            by Randy Newman
	Diary of Anne Franke
by Anne Franke
	“Piedra del sol”
by Octavio Paz

	3rd  Genre 
	U.S. Author (lyrics)
	European Author (non-fiction)
	Mexican Author (poetry)

	3nd Approach
	Misguided Patriotism
	Rites of Passage
	Existentialism


Beginning Your Essay

Step 1:  Prewriting, Establishing Examples.  On a separate piece of paper, create
 the following three column chart (leaving at least ten spaces for each entry.  This may take up the front and back of a few pages of paper).  In this chart, complete it by finding directly cited examples from the three genres that are the focus of your essay.  In each column, write down directly cited examples of at least two full sentences or verses that will support your topic and tentative thesis (from Part Two of your Senior Project Web Search).  Be sure to use parenthetical citation format when citing your examples, complete with quotation marks, parenthesis, author’s name, page number, and correct punctuation.  You must have a minimum of fifteen examples.
	Genre One (Primary Source)
	Genre Two
	Genre Three

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	


Brainstorming Your Essay

Step 2:  Prewriting and Brainstorming Thesis.  On a separate piece of paper, create a brainstorm that will help you organize and prove your thesis.  In the center of your paper, write your tentative thesis.  Then, use the examples from Step One to organize your brainstorm.  Since this is a brainstorm, you only need to write the first several words of each example, in MLA format, of course.


Next, for each example in the brainstorm, write a one sentence explanation of how the example supports and proves your thesis.  Here is a brief example of how to do this:
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Drafting and Writing Your Thesis.  Now that you’ve completed the brainstorming process, draft a thesis statement by doing what good writers do—download it from the Internet—just kidding.  As we all know, good writers have a clear thesis statement that will be proved in the body of supporting paragraphs.
· Here are some tips on how to create your thesis:

1. Look over any prewriting notes, brainstorms, outlines, quick-writes, purposeful daydreams, etc. 
2. Establish criteria for your judgment and narrow it down to no more than the three for which you have the most examples.  Avoid having it read like a list.
3.  Express the main idea for your essay in one sentence.  

4. Revise your sentence until it controls your overall interpretation for your essay's topic. 

5.  For an argumentative thesis, try the following format:  “Despite A, B is true because of C/D.”

6. Avoid phrases such as: 
In this paper I will discuss 

This essay will be about

The three reasons why

Outlining Your Essay

Step 3: Formal Outline. Working from your brainstorm, organize your examples and explanations into a formal outline.  Be sure to follow the format and layout of the outline below. Here’s a good tip, read the rough draft rubric on the next page before creating your outline.
 I. INTRODUCTION

A. Set the Mood 

1. Choose a Lead (One that focuses on a point in your thesis or addresses audience's concerns) 
2. Tie in Subject or Topic


3. Setting Context (Provide background information or plot summary)


4. Thesis Statement 

II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           

A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis 

B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis
E. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis
F. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement based on the structure of the thesis 

2. Examples (directly cited)
3. Explanation that illuminates how evidence supports the thesis
III. CONCLUSION

A. Close the Mood   
1. Restatement of thesis using different words 

2. Explanation reflecting on thesis or readdressing audience concerns 

3. Analogy or figure of speech that brings your essay to a strong conclusion 

    Leaving your audience with a clear perspective on your subject
Writing the Rough Draft
Step 4: Writing the Rough Draft. Before writing, carefully read and re-read the rubric below. Then, working from your outline, write your rough draft.  After completing the draft, use the checklist below to ensure that you’ve written to the rubric.  For any item checked “No,” go back and make revisions to your draft and double check the rubric one more time, as well.
Introduction

    Yes    No

     
Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks your audience’s attention and reflects in 


depth about the topic for your research project  
     
Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your                      essay, then sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing all three titles read,                      watched, or listened to before stating the thesis 






     
Thesis statement is concise, strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction                      of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction


Body Paragraphs
     
Body paragraphs focus on each main genre individually for at least two pages apiece and                      contain strong statements (topic sentences) that are clearly based on your thesis

 
     
Body paragraphs analyze in depth at least ten directly cited  examples that clearly                     support the structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in several                     sentences or more, and contains at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint) 
     
Body paragraphs contain at least three relevant citations for each main genre and at least                     two relevant, non-fiction citations from the internet or a print source


 
Conclusion

     
Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first                      sentence








 
     
Reflects upon the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction then briefly                      reflects upon the main titles analyzed in the body paragraphs 
     
Provides a strong final statement that uses a figure of speech to grab the audience’s                      attention
Throughout the Essay

     
Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is between four and-a-quarter and                      six and-a-quarter pages long,  with  paragraphs of at least eleven sentences or more                      whereby the 
writer varies the paragraph structure by providing in-depth, academic,                      analytical, and motivated writing
 
     
Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or                      paragraphs









 
        Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors  
Peer Evaluation

Step 5: Peer Evaluation and Written Comments.  Using the rubric below, evaluate your writing partner’s senior research project essay.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  After each criterion is evaluated, write in the margins of the rough draft a brief comment stating why that score was earned.  Please be honest and conservative in evaluating the essay.

Introduction

· Introduction contains a lead that hooks your audience’s attention and  reflects in depth about the topic      for 
your research project  





0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your essay, then       sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing all three titles read,  watched, or listened to       before stating the thesis






0     1     2     3     4   =

· The thesis statement strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction

0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Body paragraphs focus on each main genre individually for at least two pages apiece and contain strong       statements (topic sentences) that are clearly based on your thesis
0     1     2     3     4   =
· Body paragraphs analyze in depth at least ten directly cited  examples that clearly support the       structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in several sentences or more, and       contains at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint)


0     1     2     3     4   =


· Body paragraphs contain at least three relevant citations for each main genre and at least two relevant,       non-fiction citations from the internet or a print source


0     1     2     3     4   =
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first sentence










0     1     2     3     4   =
 

· Reflects upon the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction then briefly reflects upon the main titles analyzed in the body paragraphs 



0     1     2     3     4   =

· Provides a strong final statement that uses a figure of speech to grab the audience’s attention











0     1     2     3     4   =
Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, and is between four and-a-quarter and six and-        a-quarter pages long with  paragraphs of at least eleven sentences or more whereby the writer varies       the paragraph structure by providing in-depth academic, analytical, and motivated writing 












0     1     2     3     4   =


· Transition words or phrases smoothly connect sentences and or paragraphs
0     1     2     3     4   =


· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors
 0     1     2     3     4   =








Add Scores and Total =


   







Divide Total by 12       =            =          =

Step 6:  Glossed and Final Draft.  Now that you’ve received your rubric score, revise your draft according to the rubric. After that revision, write your final draft and gloss the changes by highlighting them in each paragraph. Oh, and don’t forget to read the “Writers Rules,” “Pointers,” and “The Write Way” packet before doing your final draft, which, of course, must be typed and in MLA format.
Published Essay Check List for Glossed Revision

Step 7: Published Draft.  Before making any changes, carefully re-read the rubric below.  Then, after carefully reading all the comments and editing corrections on your final draft, make revisions to your essay and gloss (highlight) each revision in yellow.  Finally, use the checklist below.  For any item checked “No”, go back and make additional revisions to your draft and gloss those changes, as well.

Introduction

    Yes    No

     
Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks your audience’s attention and reflects in 


depth about the topic for your research project  
     
Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the topic for your 


essay, then sets the context of your topic by briefly summarizing all three titles read, 


watched, or listened to before stating the thesis 

     
Thesis statement is concise, strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction 
of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction


Body Paragraphs
     
Body paragraphs focus on each main genre individually for at least two pages apiece and 
contain strong statements (topic sentences) that are clearly based on your thesis
     
Body paragraphs analyze in depth at least ten directly cited  examples that clearly 
support the structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in 
several sentences or more, and contains at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint)

     
Body paragraphs contain at least three relevant citations for each main genre and at least 
two relevant, non-fiction citations from the internet or a print source


 
Conclusion

     
Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first 
sentence








 
     
Reflects upon the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction then briefly 
reflects upon the main titles analyzed in the body paragraphs 

     
   Provides a strong final statement that uses a figure of speech to grab the 





   audience’s attention

Throughout the Essay

     
Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is between seven and-a-quarter and 
ten and-a-quarter pages long,  with  paragraphs of at least eleven sentences or more 
whereby the 
writer varies the paragraph structure by providing in-depth, academic, 
analytical, and motivated writing
 
     
Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or 
paragraphs










 
     
   Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors  
Explanation of how example supports thesis





Explanation of how example supports thesis





Genre Two Example





Genre Three Example





Genre One Example





Tentative Thesis Statement








Explanation of how example supports thesis





Genre One Example





Genre One Example





Explanation of how example supports thesis





Explanation of how example supports thesis





For each example you add to a paragraph, you must add an explanation.  A’ight?








Of course, you can write more than six body paragraphs.  This is just an example.  Dang!








This research project meets the following English Language Arts Standards:  Writing Strategies-- Organization and Focus Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.  1.4 and 1.5;  Writing Applications Standards 2.3, 2.5, and 2.6)


