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The Truth About Unconditional Love


The French Poet, Alphonse de Lamartine, once stated, “To love for the sake of being loved is human, but to love for the sake of loving is angelic.”   Lamartine gives us a profound insight into human emotion when he noted that if one loves another just to feel the love in return, it is a common action.  However, if a person loves another just for the contentment in their own heart, that action is one by the angels.  The angelic love described could also be known as loving unconditionally because whether or not the love will be returned, this person will love regardless.  Throughout society today, the idea of unconditional love stirs up many different types of emotions and views of exactly what unconditional love is.  Many agree as well as disagree on about exactly what the term “unconditional love” may possess.  In the novel, The Rustling of Angels, written by Helen Heinmiller, a young woman named Beth is in desperate need of a savior and can only be helped by a hummingbird angel named Matt Bradley who must help her in order to save himself.  Matt died at a young age and was a given a second chance by God to enter the body of a human being to save the relationship of Beth and her father before she, too, died.  Throughout the entire story, Matt is faced with many obstacles in which all were conquered through the strength of his unconditional love for Beth.  Similarly, a poem and a song both entitled “Unconditional Love” depict the many different traits of what unconditional love must possess.  The many characteristics and levels of unconditional love can be portrayed among the world’s different forms of literature.  

Although Beth Harris had made bad decisions in the past, she continued to portray one of the many levels of unconditional love, the love for a child.  Helen Heinmiller describes the amazing traits Beth acquired despite every obstacle that was faced.  She notes, “Here was a girl who had been knocked down time and time again but kept on fighting.  Not for herself, but for her daughter.  She may not always make the best decision but she would try anything, even gamble with life, if he had to, for Emmy’s sake” (Heinmiller 224).  This shows that even at the lowest points in her life, Beth knew that she had to persevere through every trial in order to keep her daughter safe thus providing the unconditional love every child needs.  Despite the passion Beth felt, she knew very well that she could not take care of her daughter, Emmy, on her own and decided that the best, yet hardest, decision was to have Emmy live with Beth’s parent until life straightened out.  After Beth had the conversation with her parents about leaving Emmy for a short while, her dad, almost refusing, agreed with as little enthusiasm as possible. To illustrate this,  Beth explains, “At work the next morning, I mentioned the fight to my new friend Rachel at lunch.  She started working at my office about four months ago and offered to share her apartment with me until I could find something suitable.  She could not take Emmy, but she convinced me that it was a good idea to get out of the house and go back later for Emmy.  It is imperative to understand that Beth did not neglect her child; however, she just realized that the best life for Emmy at the moment would not be with her mommy.

  As Beth Harris had compassion for her daughter, Mrs. Gladys McCafferty cared for kids she had never met to provide safety for them and comfort for her sake.  Mrs. Gladys was the secretary and housekeeper for Father Pat, the human that Matt Bradley was suppose to enter.  She portrayed the unconditional love for people in general, as she did not worry about the race or gender of the child she homed, rather the means of care that each individual needed.  Heinmiller writes, “So it remained quite natural when Father Pat began bringing home stray kids to house temporarily until they could help them on their way.  Mrs. McCafferty enjoyed the opportunity to take care of children.  It was a chance to fill an empty space in her heart” (128).  Not only did Gladys love the children around her, Father Pat took it upon himself to care for Beth Harris like she was his own child.  When Beth fell very ill with cancer, he risked his Fatherhood just to help in any way that he could with the relationship between Beth and her father.  Father Pat comments, “ ‘Larry! Are you going to tell me that it is better to let a father live the rest of his life believing she deceived him, when all she did was make one mistake in trusting people too much?’

‘I know that upsets you, but it's her choice.  You can’t interfere.  You took an oath!’” (244).  The conversation between Father Pat and a fellow pastor is regarding the fact that Emmy was actually the outcome of a rape, not the outcome of a bad choice as Beth’s father believes.  For this reason, Father Pat decides that even though he may lose his job, he is willing to risk all he has to tell Beth’s father the truth about the rape so he can finally overcome their differences before she dies.

As Beth lay dying on her bed, as promise, Matt flies through her window to see her once more before she goes.  However, along his journey, the hummingbird has been stung by a bee and, similar to Beth, has little time to live.  As Matt flew through the window to Beth’s bed, “she gently lifted his body into her hands and brought him closer to her face.  
‘Oh Matt what happened?’ She scanned his body and saw the blood and the stinger.  She looked at Mary, [her mom].  






‘He was stung by something, Mom.  I knew he would never desert me.  He kept his promise, after all.’


‘Im sorry Beth,’ he managed to whisper, ‘I got attacked by a bee trying to get back her.’  He swallowed and tasted blood.  ‘I just want you to know, that, that I love you.’


‘I love you, too, angel.  You gave your life for me today’” (321).  Even though Matt knew that he could possibly face death along the journey back to Beth, he loved her so unconditionally that he would not stop at anything, including death, until his promise had become reality.  Beth Harris knew exactly what Matt had just done for her; he gave up his own life to save hers.  Beth states, “ ‘He knew my plan would not work and yet he went along with it.  He could have refused and possibly avoided his terrible encounter with the bee.  He went along with it anyway, because he loved me, unconditionally’”(329).


The different levels of unconditional love were portrayed in the novel, The Rustling of Angels, from the love for one’s child to the love for people one has never met.  A different perspective is offered in the poem “Unconditional Love,” written by Marcell Billinghurst, where every line exemplifies the different traits, rather than levels, that unconditional love possesses.  It has been said that, “Love is patient, / Love is kind/Love is learning to be blind. / To others faults, /it keeps no score, /Love is learning much much more”(1-6 ).  All of the qualities described prove there is more than one element of unconditional love that makes it as strong as it is.  For example, by learning to be blind, one is learning to love despite all circumstances.  In addition, by not keeping score of the others faults, one does not keep track of the flaws or insecurities of the other, rather they continue forward with no record of what was in the past.   Billinghurst writes, “Love protects and always trusts, / Perseverance is a must. /Love is facing stormy weather, / Hand in hand we walk together” (14-17).  It was not surprising to read a poem about unconditional love and find the word “perseverance.”  Perseverance is one of the most important factors in loving unconditionally because without it, love would never last.  Stormy weather, however, brings trials that many relationships may not overcome do to the lack of unconditional love.  Similarly, in the movie, A Walk to Remember, the main character, Jamie, is a senior in high school that has been diagnosed with Leukemia.  Despite this, Landon, a popular senior, falls in love with Jamie, bringing along the stormy weather for the both of them.  Landon asks Jamie, “ Do you love me?’”  

She nods and Landon replies with, “ ‘Then will you do something for me?’” 

With a smile Jamie says, “ ‘Anything.’”

 
“ ‘Then will you marry me?’”


“ ‘Yes.’”

The important thing to realize about this situation is that Landon rightfully knows Jamie will die in little time.  However, he continues to love and cherish her, by taking a vow, until the day she dies.


A relationship that portrays this strong of love must also expose honesty and faith within the other.  As a Christian, the most important element in a relationship is sharing the unconditional love and faith in God.  Without the focus on God, every relationship is bound for heartache and distress.  When reading the poem, regardless if one is a believer or not, one acquires a sense of faith due to the many instances of devotion the author uses.  He writes, “Love is honest, not deceiving, /In God and others we keep believing. / Love is learning to forgive/ As Jesus taught us how to live…/ We are learning the meaning of love/ As given to us by God above” (19-24).  Billinghurst continues, “True love we find will not forsake/ but always gives us more than it takes. / Love is learning to rejoice/ In all we face, it is our choice” (36-39).  A few elements, never forsaking and always forgiving, cannot be overlooked in anyway.  Sharing unconditional love means never forsaking, never giving up on the other that is loved, rather believing deeper and stronger than before.  Furthermore, always forgiving means never holding the grudge, rather letting go of what happened and moving forward with what shall come.  


Along with grudges, unconditional love does not need the objects that cost an arm and a leg because, when it comes down to it, unconditional love without these things is still love despite all circumstances.  In a song by Victoria Beckham, she sings, “You could give me diamonds,/ You could give me pearls/ Give me all the fast cars in the world. / But there is only one thing and it’s bigger than the sea/ the only thing that matters” (Beckham 11-15).  As seen before in the novel, The Rustling of Angels, love is depicted into its different levels.  In the poem “Unconditional Love,” love is separated into its different traits and personalities.  As for the song, which, coincidentally has the same title, it portrays the many ways this type of love can be demonstrated.  Beckham croons to the listener, “You take me as I am,/ not who I am dressed up to be. / Looking at you tells me the best things in life are free. / You’re the blessing that I treasure with a heart so true, / No one ever touched me the way that you do” (24-28).  Whereas the poem described love as “learning to be blind,” this song describes the same idea as taking the other for exactly who they are, despite all the flaws that person might possess.  As unlikely as it may seem, one of the best examples of loving another person, despite all of their imperfections, is in the movie, Shrek 2.  After Shrek and Fiona have both been turned into beautiful humans, the time has come to make the decision of whether or not they should stay as humans or live as ogres forever. Shrek asks Fiona, “Fiona, is this what you want, to be this way forever?  Because if you do, kiss me now and we can stay like this.”  

Fiona responds with, “You’d do that for me?”  After Shrek responds affirmatively, Fiona declares, “I want what any princess wants, to live happily ever after…with the ogre I married.”  These few lines portray the unconditional love that they share by providing that neither one worries about the appearance of the other, rather the loving heart that they have both seen within each other.


As seen through five different examples, the world’s different forms of literature can depict the common theme of unconditional love along with every different aspect it upholds.  Throughout these different genres, the theme of unconditional love can be divided up into its own list of features.  These features contain the levels, the characteristics, and the different ways this love can be demonstrated.  There are factors that have been described in all the genres that stick out among the rest as being the most significant. For example, loving a child unconditionally regardless of their story can be one of the best traits a person can expose.  Furthermore, while loving someone for the appearance is one thing, its loving unconditionally based on the inside is what matters most.  Sadly, society today is more of a materialistic society, rather than a culture focusing on pure values.  What some people do not realize is that when all of the materialistic objects are gone, the only thing left will be the unconditional love; the emotion of loving another despite all circumstances, including the lack of materialism.  This type of love is anything but easy, while it takes time and determination to achieve, but when all is put together, it is a reward beyond belief.  Unconditional love is like the human body; when broken down into its different elements, it is but an irrelevant list.  However, when compiled with every bit of characteristic, it is but a beautiful story yet to unfold.




Note:  Thesis highlighted in bold italics.  Statements (Topic sentences) supporting the thesis are highlighted in blue.
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