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· Vidiots Elements of Fiction & Dramatic Structure   


May 22
· Formal Outline (Minimum Six Paragraphs)




           
            May 23 
· All Research Printed







May 24
· Timed Essay  (Minimum Six  Paragraphs)




            

May 24
· Rubric Evaluation  (Minimum 12  comments in margins of essay)            


May 25
· Glossed, Final Draft (with Works Cited)





May 30
· Script Outline/Rough Draft




            

May 31
· Script Evaluation  (Includes comments in margin)




June 3
· Cue Cards (Shown at end of video tape or turned-in on day of final)
                            Day of Final
Agreement:  For the final, I will complete each step of the following assignments for my evaluation of the foreign film I chose to review (with the permission of my parents or guardians).  If I miss any of the steps noted above, I understand I will receive a zero on the final.
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Elements of Fictions and Dramatic Structure
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Directions: Respond to the following questions or statements as they apply to the foreign language movie being reviewed.

1. Brainstorm criteria that would best be used to judge the movie’s genre and choose three on which to base your review.

2. What is the basic plot of the movie?

3. Using the dramatic structure chart, diagram the plot on a new piece of unlined paper.

4. [image: image10.wmf]Who were the protagonist and the antagonist?

a. Separately, describe the protagonist’s and antagonist’s actions, attitude, and appearance using one adjective for each description.

b. What was the protagonist’s and antagonist’s method of characterization?

5. What was the main conflict?

6. Circle the type of the main conflict:  internal or external

a. If external, circle the type of conflict:   

Character vs. Character

Character vs. Society

Character vs. Nature

7. Describe the climax (turning point/crisis).

8. How was the main conflict resolved and how did it affect the protagonist?

9. Describe the quality of the dialogue and characterization.  

10. What was the main theme of story?

11. Describe the resolution of the main conflict.  How was it purposeful?  realistic?  funny?  Shallow?  Explain your answer.

12. What were the movie’s three key scenes?
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What It Is       Evaluation requires writers to state a judgment, support it with examples, then authoritatively explain their judgment.  A convincing evaluation offers thoughtful, relevant reasons and then convincingly argues them with evidence (examples) from the film being evaluated as well as using anecdotes (personal experiences, associations, or personal taste) about the subject.  
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What It Does  When composing an evaluative essay, you must make a judgment (statement) about a specific subject and support, explain, or validate that judgment through the use of examples.  You must formulate or choose criteria on which to base the judgment.  In an effective evaluation the writer speaks with authority on the subject.  An awareness of your audience will determine what information to present about the subject being evaluated and what biases or limitations to consider in addressing specific audiences.

Providing Context  Awareness of audience, which determines how much and what type of background information the writer must include, controls the strategies you use in composing the evaluation and influences the tone of the essay.  To familiarize the audience to the subject being evaluated, the writer may use a variety of strategies.

· Devise an introduction that clearly acquaints the audience with the subject

· Describe the subject, its characteristics, and significance

· Provide background information the audience may not know

· Describe personal experiences or feelings associated with them (anecdotes)

· Address the audience’s concerns (any anticipated controversy)

· Direct strong concluding remarks to the audience

Judgment, Criteria, and Examples

Evaluation is more than the simple expression of like or dislikes.  Although personal preference may be a factor, evaluation depends upon critical assessment of the subject based on logically formulated criteria.  The selection of criteria is crucial in that it often determines how effectively the judgment can be supported (with examples) and may even determine what judgment is made.

*    *    *    *

In drafting effective evaluations, writers identify criteria that will be an important part of the subject being evaluated.  These criteria may focus on the subject’s important or unique qualities.  Often the writer chooses criteria that are usually associated with the subject.  Deciding, for example, which movie is better—Star Wars III: Revenge of the Sith or Troy —depends on whether the writer chooses “technically innovative” or “historically accurate” as the dominant criteria used for evaluation.  Choosing criteria such as “good versus evil,” “cutting-edge special effects,” and a “suspenseful plot” will lead to one judgment; choosing criteria such as “dramatic depiction of society’s problems,” “heroic protagonists,” and “cathartic resolution of conflict” will lead to a different judgment.  Both movies may be outstanding, but it all depends on the criteria used when deciding which movie to evaluate or recommend.  The writer of a successful evaluation essay presents criteria clearly and applies them consistently in evaluation the subject for an audience.


Timed Essay

Writing Situation:  Motion pictures are an important part of American culture.  Billions of dollars each year are spent on this form of entertainment.  With the rising cost of admission, many people will consult a film review before going to the movies.  Consequently, critics’ reviews often influence a film’s box office potential.

*    *    *    *

Directions for Writing: Compose a multiparagraph evaluative essay in which you judge a motion picture’s merit by clearly stating your thesis for your review at the end of the introduction.  Remember to have a reflective lead to open your essay.  Your introduction must also include a plot summary for the movie.  In the body paragraphs, directly cite examples from the film to elaborate upon its strengths and weaknesses according to your thesis.  All evidence must be based upon the criteria that support your thesis statement.  For example, you may want to discuss the unique qualities of the plot, the methods of characterization for the protagonists and antagonists, or the dominant themes addressed in the story to bolster your thesis.  Be sure to evaluate.  Do not simply summarize the movie.  Finally, conclude our essay on an authoritative note by clearly making a recommendation to the audience about whether or not to see the movie. 
Essay Rubric Scoring Guide for Vidiots Essay


Part I Directions—Rubric Scoring: Use this rubric to evaluate your partner’s Vidiots essay.  Please be conservative in rating each objective of the essay as it relates to the rubric below.  For this scale, a score of zero is lowest and a score of four is highest.  For each rating, you must also write in the margins of your partner’s essay how well she or he met the rubric’s objective.










                    

Score

Introduction

· Introduction contains a universal lead that hooks your audience’s attention and reflects in depth 
about the foreign language film you’ve chosen to review


0     1     2     3     4   =
· Introduction narrows its reflective lead by smoothly transitioning into the foreign language film                           
being reviewed for your essay, then sets the  context of your topic by briefly writing a plot                      
summary in the context of your thesis




0     1     2     3     4   =
· The thesis statement is clear, strongly controls your essay, thoroughly guides the direction of each body paragraph, and appears as the last sentence of the introduction
0     1     2     3     4   =
Body Paragraphs

· Each body paragraph contains  a strong statement (topic sentence) that is clearly based on the 
structure of your thesis and thoroughly controls the paragraph

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Body paragraphs analyze in depth at least six directly cited examples that clearly support the 
structure of your thesis, are analytically explained (not summarized) in several sentences or more, 
while containing at least one example of antithesis (counterpoint)

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Body paragraphs contains at least three Internet movie reviews that clearly support and prove the thesis








0     1     2     3     4   =
Conclusion

· Conclusion clearly restates the thesis by using different words and appears as the first sentence










0     1     2     3     4   =
· Reflects upon the dominant themes and issues addressed in the introduction and the body paragraphs           by following the triangle structure of a conclusion paragraph

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Makes a strong final statement(s) recommending or not recommending the movie to the audience and uses a figure of speech or analogy to grab the audience’s attention
0     1     2     3     4   =
 




      Throughout the Essay

· Written in MLA format,  uses parenthetical citations, is between six and eight paragraphs of at 
least 
twelve sentences or more whereby the writer varies the paragraph structure by providing in-depth, 
analytical, and motivated writing whereby the writer takes creative risks

0     1     2     3     4   =
· Transitions and attribution smoothly connects sentences, direct citations, and or paragraphs












0     1     2     3     4   =
· Relatively free of pointers, spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors  0     1     2     3     4   =







Add Scores and Total =


   






Divide Total by 12       =            =          =
Part II Directions—Writing Evaluation: Using the language of the rubric, write a 75 word or more evaluation on the back of this sheet.  Explain the quality of each objective for the rubric as well as the overall quality of the essay.  Be sure to state what the writer did well, what the writer needs to do to improve, and to sign your name to the written evaluation.
Draft Outline for Script

Directions:  Using your evaluative essay as a guide, create a script following the format below.  Keep in mind, this is just a model to follow.  While it contains the basic requirements of what’s needed, feel free to add to it in a manner that will reflect your characters’ perspectives for your movie review show.  

   Intro:
(Fade in:  show reviewers preparing their movie reviews and entering the studio to theme music)
Character A:

Hi, and Welcome to this week’s edition of (name of show)    [fade theme music slowly]
Character B:
I’m (character name) and I write for the (name of thematic publication)
Character A:
 And I’m (character name) and I write for the (name of thematic publication)
Character B:
Today we will be reviewing the foreign film (name of movie) from (name of country).  The dialogue for this movie is in (name of language) with English subtitles.
Character A:
(Name movie and provide a detailed summary without revealing the climax or resolution of main conflict)
Character A:
State thesis (without revealing whether or not you will recommend the movie to the audience) 
   Body:
Character A:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement   (Roll clip an do voice-over explanation)
Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement 

Character A:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement

Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement 

Character A:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement

Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement      

Character B:
State thesis (without revealing whether or not you will recommend the movie to the audience)
Character B:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement  (Roll clip and do voice-over explanation)
Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement 

Character B:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement

Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement 

Character B:
Statement based on structure of thesis



Example from movie that supports the statement

Explanation clarifying  how the example supports the statement  
 Conclusion:
Character B:
Restates thesis 


Explain briefly the main reasons for your review

Address any concerns an audience may have

Leave audience with a clear statement of whether or not to see the movie
Character A:
Restates thesis 



Explain briefly the main reasons for your review

Address any concerns an audience may have

Leave audience with a clear statement of whether or not to see the movie  (Cue theme music)
Character A:

Thanks for watching (name of show) and join us next week when we review (name of a different     foreign film).  

Character B:
 For (name of partner’s character), I’m (your character’s name).  Goodnight, the balcony is closed.  (Fade to Black)
Rubric for Script

An “A” script will do all or most of the following: 

· Introduction hooks the imagination of the audience and identifies the name of the publication for which         the reviewers write and states the name of the reviewers' show (ex. "Welcome to   Vidiots") 
· Includes theme music to open and close the show with a voice-over 

· Does not overuse second person point of view or first person point of view 

· Reviewers clearly state three reasons each for their judgments 

· Evaluation analyzes rather than summarizes movie 

· Specifically references scenes from the movie to provide evidence and explanation for all claims in the         evaluation 

· Conclusion briefly summarizes three reasons for review, and leaves audience with a final judgment         (thumbs up, thumbs down or three out of four stars, etc.) 
· Relatively free from spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors 

· Strikes an original voice and takes creative risks 
· A “B” script will do all or most of the following Introduction hooks the imagination of the audience and identifies the name of the publication for which the reviewers write 

· Includes theme music to open and close the show 

· States the name of the reviewers' show (ex. "Welcome to Vidiots") 

· Refrains from second person point of view and does not overuse personal voice 

· Reviewers state three reasons each for their judgments 

· Evaluation has equal amounts of analysis and summary of movie references scenes from the movie to provide evidence and explanation for most claims in the evaluation 

· Conclusion briefly summarizes three reasons for review and leaves audience with a final judgment           (thumbs up, thumbs down or three out of four stars, etc.)
· Minor spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors 

A “C” script will do all or most of the following: 

· Intro gives the name of the publication for which the reviewers write 

· States the name of the reviewers' show (ex. "Welcome to Vidiots") 
· Uses second person point of view    

· Reviewer’s state reasons each for their judgments 

· Evaluation summarizes more than it analyzes the movie 

· References scenes from the movie  

· Conclusion leaves audience with final judgment (thumbs up, thumbs down or three out of four stars, etc.)
· Spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors 

A “WH” script will do all or most of the following: 
· States the name of the reviewers' show (ex. "Welcome to Vidiots") 

· Uses second person point of view  

· Evaluation summarizes the movie 

· Briefly references scenes from the movie for some statements in the evaluation 

· Spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors

Peer Review for Script

1.  Did the script include and introduction that identifies the name of your movie review show and the name of the publication for which the reviewers write?  If yes, list them here.

· Name of Movie Review Show:

· Name of Publication:

· Name of Publication:

2.  Did the introduction and conclusion include theme music?


3. Is the motion picture’s plot thoroughly summarized in the introduction?

4.  Did each reviewer have a thesis?  Write each reviewer’s thesis statement below.

· Thesis A:

· Thesis B:

5.  List the scenes used as examples that will have a movie clip shown to support the thesis.

· Reviewer A:

· Reviewer B:

6.  Were there examples from the movie throughout the script to support the thesis?

7.  Did each reviewer creatively include a recommendation for the audience to either view or      not view the film?

8.  If this were a real TV show, would audiences find it entertaining?

9.  List three this you could do to improve your script and performance:


1.


2.


3.

Rubric for Performance


An “A” performance will do all or most of the following:
· voice is clear, strong, and varies in intensity

· strong eye contact with the audience

· setting includes thematic, colorful background and props 

· shows characters writing reviews and entering studio

· cue cards are used but not over-relied upon

· well rehearsed and confident in delivery of script

· stays in character, especially when not speaking

· appearance matches the characterization

· theme music with voice-over is used to introduce and close the show

· one movie clip per person between 30 and 45 seconds each with analytical voice over analysis

· audience finds performance captivating and entertaining

· performance is between five and seven minutes long

A “B” performance will do all or most of the following:

· voice is clear and varies in intensity

· maintains eye contact with the audience

· setting includes thematic background and props

· cue cards are used

· well rehearsed and fairly confident in delivery of script

· mostly stays in character, even when not speaking

· theme music is used to introduce and close the show

· one movie clip per person between 30 and 45 seconds each with voice over analysis
· audience finds performance entertaining

· performance is between five and seven minutes long

A “C” performance will do all or most of the following:

· voice is clear

· cue cards are used

· setting includes thematic background and props

· establishes eye contact with the audience but over-relies on script

· sounds as if script is being read, not performed

· mostly stays in character, except when not speaking

· movie clips are less than 30 seconds or over 45 seconds with or without voice over 

· audience finds occasionally entertaining

· performance is shorter than five minutes or longer than seven minutes

A “WH” performance will do all or most of the following:

· voice is monotonous, often difficult to hear

· over-relies on script

· setting does not include thematic background or props

· sounds as if script is being read, not performed

· audience finds performance fairly un-entertaining
· movie clips are less than 30 seconds or over significantly over 45 seconds with or without voice over

· performance in significantly shorter than five minutes or significantly longer than seven minutes
