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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Set the Mood 

1. Choose a Lead: Reflective lead on the reality of war.
2. Tie in Subject or Topic: Likewise, Steven Spielberg’s Saving Private Ryan 
shows how war can develop among nations.
3. Setting Context: Saving Private Ryan is set in June, 1944.  The government 
sends  a lieutenant to find private James Ryan to bring him home because 
his three other brothers will killed in the war.
4. Thesis Statement:  Despite lacking some important dialogue, Saving Private 
Ryan uses a realistic staging of the plot with convincing special effects 
to capture the viewers’ hearts through its universal theme proving that 
war is neither glamorous nor amusing.

 






 

II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           

A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Key parts of the plot could have used more powerful dialogue.  
2. Example:  For example, the dialogue between a grieving mother and 
government officials could have been more focused.
3. Explanation: This shows that the sorrow felt by the mother was not expressed 
to the viewer very well.
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: The movie could have used more effective dialogue.   
2. Example: For example, when Lt. Miller talked to the radio operator that has 
been shot in the face. 
3. Explanation: This shows that it needed stronger direction from Spielberg
4. Explanation:  The anguish of the war needed to be increased.

5. Example: “Even though the audience is able to witness the appalling aspects of 
battle, the dialogue among the characters would have forced a more 
potent feeling of remorse” (Moviefinder.com par. 4).
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: The realistic staging of the of the plot is able to portray the type 
of combat that took place during WWII.  

2. Explanation: The violence has a graphic and true-to-nature effect.

3. Example: For example, soldiers are shown crawling along the beach being shot.
4. Explanation: This shows how graphic content almost lead to an NC-17 rating 
(Latest Reviews par. 4).
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement The universal theme of war is hell is clearly expressed.
2. Examples For example, Lt. Miller mistakes one soldier for Pvt. Ryan and tells 
him his brother is dead.
3. Explanation: The audience ironically feels the character’s pain. 

4. Example: For example, “Why lose four lives to save one?” 

5. Explanation: Louis Hobson said, “The intensity of the film demonstrates the 
unappealing misfortune of war…” (Taking Aim par. 6).
III. CONCLUSION

A. Close the Mood   
1. Restatement of thesis: Even though Saving Private Ryan shows q minor need 
for additional improvement involving the significant dialogue, the realistic 
viewpoint of World War II helps express the universal theme that it 
teachers to the viewers.
2. Readdressing audience concerns: The entire movie show how horrible war is to 
deal with as an individual.  
3. Simile: Saving Private Ryan is a purple heart for audiences left wounded by 
all other war movies that sanitize the violence of war.
Saving Private Ryan is a purple heart for audiences left wounded by all other war movies that sanitize the violence of war.

