Legal Terms, Courtroom Dress Code, and Courtroom Rhetoric
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1st Degree Murder:
Knowing, purposeful, premeditated and deliberate murder

2nd Degree Murder:

Reckless disregard for life leading to death
Manslaughter:

Causing death through negligence

Justifiable Homicide: 
The justifiable killing of another because it was done out 




of self-defense or the defense of another.
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Legal Terminology
Acquittal:


A decision by a judge or jury that a defendant in a criminal 




case is not guilty of a crime. An acquittal is not a finding of 




innocence; it is simply a conclusion that the prosecution has 




not proved its case beyond a reasonable doubt.
Beyond a Reasonable Doubt:
 Standard used by a jury to decide if someone is criminally 




guilty of an offense. To be beyond a reasonable doubt means 




that to the jury there isn’t a real possibility that the 





defendant didn’t commit the act.
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  Courtroom Dress Code
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Appropriate courtroom dress is required. Shirts, ties dresses, suits, 
blazers, jackets and other business attire are appropriate. It is 
advisable to bring a sweater or jacket since courtrooms tend to be cold. 
Jurors should dress comfortably. 

Sweatsuits, work uniforms, t-shirts, sneakers, beachwear, halter tops, tank tops, exercise clothes and shorts are NOT acceptable. However, dress shorts of acceptable length (to be determined by a juror officer) will be allowed. Hats are typically not allowed unless worn for religious purposes. 

Some courts will even send inappropriately dressed jurors home to change.  
Dressing for Success:  For the final, be sure to follow the above guidelines from jurysignup.com.  By the beginning of the final, you need to dressed and ready to go.  So, plan ahead. ( 

Courtroom Rhetoric
Addressing the Courtroom: During the trial, remember to use polite and professional language when addressing the court.  Always refer to the judge as “your honor” and to the jury as “members of the jury” or “ladies and gentlemen of the jury.”  In presenting your arguments, phrases such as “the evidence will prove” and “the testimony will show” will be helpful in presenting your case.
Opposing Counsel States
Objection:
Used when lawyers have problems with the line of questioning the opposing counsel is using
The Judge May Say

Over-ruled:
To annul, reverse, reject, or make void an objection.

Sustained:
To carry-on, to maintain, to grant, as when a judge sustains an objection to questioning a witness, testimony of a witness, or cross-examination of a witness.  The judge agrees with the objection and any comments made in deference to the objection must be stricken from the record.
A Witness May

Plead the fifth: 
The Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibits the government from requiring a person to be a witness against herself or himself involuntarily or to furnish evidence against oneself.
Objections
What a Lawyer Would Say
Facts on Record:
“Objection, your honor.  The answer is creating a material fact   which is not in the record.”

“Objection, your honor.  The question seeks testimony which goes beyond the scope of the record.”
Objections

What a Lawyer Would Say
Relevance:
“Objection, your honor.  The testimony is not relevant to the facts of this case.  I move that it be stricken from the record.”

“Objection, your honor.  Counsel’s question calls for irrelevant testimony.”
Foundation:
“Objection, your honor.  There is a lack of foundation for that statement.”
Personal Knowledge:
“Objection, your honor.  The witness has no personal knowledge to answer that question.”

Character:
“Objection, your honor.  The character of the witness is not the issue here.”
Opinion:
“Objection, your honor.  The question calls for inadmissible speculation on the part of the witness.  I move that the testimony be stricken from the record.”

Expert Opinion:
“Objection, your honor.  The witness is improperly testifying to defendant’s mental state.”
Hearsay:
“Objection, your honor.   Counsel’s question calls for hearsay.  I move it be stricken from the record.”

Leading Question:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is leading the witness.”

Argumentative:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is being argumentative.”


“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is badgering the witness.”
Asked and Answered:
“Objection, your honor.  This question has been asked and answered.”
Outside Scope:
“Objection, your honor.  Counsel is asking the witness about matters that did not come up in testimony.”
