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Anticipation Guide

Part I Directions:  Before reading The Stranger, in the “Before” column, respond to each statement by putting a plus sign (+) if you agree with it, a minus sign   (-) if you disagree, and a question mark (?) if you are unsure of your belief.

Part II Directions:  For one of the statements below, respond by writing a Deep Thoughts response of 500 words or more in MLA format as to why you have the belief you do.  Then, post it on our message board at mrjeffrey.com and print out your message board posting to turn in tomorrow in class.
Part III Directions: After reading the novel, in the “After” column respond again to the statements.  Then, reply by writing a 500 words or more Deep Thoughts response in MLA format to a statement where your belief changed since reading the story.  If not, write about a different statement than you responded to in Part II.

Before Reading

1. _____

2. _____
3. _____

4. _____

5. _____

6. _____

7. _____

8. _____

9. _____

10. _____

1. Existence is absurd and true meaning in life is impossible.
2. Day to day existence is filled with anxiety and fear.

3. I can only obtain true meaning in life after I have reached a state of nothingness.
4. Whether or not God exists is irrelevant because of free will.
5. Political philosophies, religious dogma, societal beliefs are irrelevant to me and do not define me.
6. The idea that I am born into a particular time, place, family, and economic environment is absurd.
7. My most authentic moment in life is death.
8. When I am born, I am undefined without any prior essence or preconceived personality or soul.
9. Ultimately, I am alone in this world, alienated from everything that attempts to define me.
10. In life, I must make choices regardless of what’s best for others.  I can only choose what’s best for me.
After Reading
1. ______
2. ______

3. ______

4. ______

5. ______

6. ______

7. ______

8. ______

9. ______

10. ______
