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“There are forces in life working for you and against you.  One must distinguish the beneficial forces from the malevolent ones and choose correctly between them.”  During a person’s lifetime one will be presented with many obstacles.  Some will be harder than others, but the decision that is made will be influenced by the person’s surroundings.  In society often times people are pushed to extremes to achieve power and recognition.  They are willing to do anything people tell them to in order to achieve their goals, even kill.  In certain cases people are influenced by society and that could cause them to do things they had never though of.  The BTK killer was not influenced by a certain person, however to achieve a sense of greatness he was persuaded by a malevolent force.  He killed others in his town in order to be well known and recognized by a large amount of people.  Once he had chosen to follow this force he continued to kill for satisfaction.  He no longer cared for his victims and in the end he suffered the inevitable consequences.  In William Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Macbeth is influenced and persuaded by his wife to commit a crime which would begin his downfall as king.  Even though Lady Macbeth did not play a direct role in King Duncan’s murder, she was still responsible because of her malevolent and persistent nature towards her husband.  

Lady Macbeth feared that her husband would not be strong enough to achieve his ambitions and therefore called upon the evil spirits to help her think of a plan to murder king Duncan.  After reading a letter from Macbeth she spoke to herself softly, “Glamis thou art, and Cawdor, and shalt be/ what thou art is promised.  Yet I do fear thy nature. / It is too full o’the milk of human kindness/ to catch the nearest way.  Thou wouldst be great; / art not without ambition, but without/ the illness should attend it” (Shakespeare 1.5. 15-20).  Lady Macbeth is pleased for what her husband has accomplished, however she wants more power as well.  She believes that there is a quicker way for Macbeth to achieve greatness, but she does not believe that he has the courage to do it.  Therefore she decides to take matters into her own hands by asking a dark force to help her: 
The raven himself is hoarse/ that croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan/ under my battlements.  Come, you spirits/ that tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, / and fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full/ of direst cruelty!  Make thick my blood; / stop up the access and passage to remorse, / that no compunctious visitings of nature/ shake my fell purpose nor keep peace between/ the affect and it! (1.5. 44-53)   
By calling on these evil spirits, Lady Macbeth has turned into a completely different person.  She is amazed by the power that Macbeth could acquire and she appears to want it more than him.  Therefore she thinks of a plan and tells her husband so he could carry out the murder.


Macbeth had already put some thought into his possibilities as well as the outcomes and decided not to go along with Duncan’s murder.  However Lady Macbeth was not thrilled with his decision and insults him for being a coward: 

Was the hope drunk/ where in you dressed yourself?  Hath it slept since? / And makes it now to look so green and pale at what it did so freely?  From this time/ such I account thy love.  Art thou afeard/ to be the same in thine own act and valor/ as thou in desire?  Wouldst thou have that/ which thou esteem’st the ornament of life, / and live a coward in thine own esteem. (1.7. 40-48)
Macbeth wanted to become king as quickly as possible, but he could not handle the thought of murdering Duncan.  Lady Macbeth however was pushing him to do it because she herself wanted all the power from becoming Queen.  Therefore she was enraged and disappointed in her husband for wanting to back out of her plan and spoke words of encouragement to him, “When you durst do it, then you were a man;/ and to be more than man.  Nor time nor place did them adhere, and yet you would make both. / They have made themselves, and that their fitness/ now/ unmake you.  I have given suck and know/ how tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me” (1.7. 46-63).  After listening to what his wife had to say Macbeth felt that he had no other choice but to carry on with the plan to murder King Duncan.  He felt it was the only way to prove to himself and his wife that he was a man and not a coward.


When the time came to carry out the murder, Macbeth found himself struggling with his conscience.  He was afraid of getting caught if something went wrong but once again he was persuaded by his wife’s words: 
We fail? / But screw your courage to the sticking place, / and we’ll not fail.  When Duncan’s asleep…, / his two chamberlains will I with wine and wassail so convince/ that memory, the warder of the brain, / shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason/ a lime beck only.  When in swinish sleep/ their drenched natures lie as in death, / what cannot you and I perform upon/ the unguarded Duncan?  What not put upon/ his spongy officers, who shall bear the guilt/ of our great quell? (1.7. 69-82)   
Macbeth was convinced by his wife that everything would go well and they would not have to be worried.  She made him feel positive that the plan was perfectly set up.  This gave Macbeth the confidence and courage to go along with the murder plot in order to satisfy his wife.  Many people could argue that Macbeth had the power to stop himself from committing a horrible act.  It is easy to say, “Nothing has any power over me other than my conscious thoughts.”  Yet this is not always the case.  Many times people are put into situations that are inevitable and they have no choice but to go through them and be strong.  In this case, Macbeth was persuaded by his soul mate and true love to do something that would benefit them both and he was easily influenced by another evil force other than himself.  He could do nothing more but find the courage to carry on with the murder, because he had already been overcome by the overwhelming evil influence of his wife.


Although Macbeth was aware of what he was doing Lady Macbeth did not seem to care about the evil acts she intended to commit.  Once Macbeth had murdered Duncan he came back to the room and was shocked and disturbed by what he had done.  However he had forgot to leave the daggers where they were supposed to be in order for the setup to work.  “Infirm of purpose! / Give me the daggers.  The sleeping and the dead / are but as pictures.  ‘Tis the eye of childhood / that fears a painted devil.  If he do bleed, / I’ll glid the faces of the grooms withal, / for it must seem their guilt (2.2. 72-77).  Lady Macbeth was not at all bothered by the gruesome crime her husband had just committed and was instead worried because he had not done what he was supposed to.  In order for everything to work, she went back herself to finish what her husband was not able to do.  When she returned from the crime scene she bragged to Macbeth, “My hands are of your color, but I shame / to wear a heart so white.  I hear knocking / at the south entry.  Retire we to our chamber. / A little water clears us of this deed. / How easy is it then! Your constancy / hath left you unattended” (2.2. 85-90).  Lady Macbeth showed no fear or guilt when she came back from the crime scene and Macbeth was shocked to see her react as if nothing had happened.  Her desire for power had surpassed that of her husbands and she was more willing to do anything for power than Macbeth was.


Lady Macbeth’s malevolent and persistent nature had a negative outcome for her husband and herself.  After Lady Macbeth’s plan had gone through, both her husband and she got what they wanted.  Lady Macbeth achieved what she wanted by persuading Macbeth to carry out her evil plan.  Macbeth would have never done the things that he did if it had not been for Lady Macbeth calling him a coward and telling him what to do.  During the play, Macbeth is constantly persuaded by his wife to the point where he has no other choice but to go through with her plans.  Therefore Macbeth does not act as himself and instead he is manipulated by his wife who in the end turns out to be more evil than him.  Even though Macbeth knew that his actions were wrong, there was always someone telling him the opposite.  He was constantly pressured into making difficult decisions based on his manhood because he was constantly insulted for being a coward.  Therefore he never made any decisions on his own and was easily manipulated by his wife.  The people who surrounded Macbeth either tempted him to do things or posed a threat to his power.  Therefore Macbeth was easily persuaded into committing horrific acts.  “Society prepares the crime, the criminal commits it.” 
