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Directions:  After creating a Microsoft Word document, surf the web to find answers to questions regarding George Orwell’s novel 1984.  If you think you know the answer to any question, you must verify it by parenthetically citing your sources.  All answers must be paraphrased in complete sentences that clearly restate the question.  Please keep all your answers to no more than four sentences each.  Lastly, consult at least two sources to verify each answer.  Following your web search, you will be quizzed on what you learned, and the score you earn on this web search will be the score you earn on the quiz that follows.
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1. Who is George Orwell, where and when was he born, where did he live, and where and when did he die?
2. For what two novels is George Orwell best known and when were they written?  Please provide a brief plot summary of each novel.
3. In general terms, what does the phrase Big Brother mean, and what modern examples are there that Big Brother is alive and well in 2008?

4. What is the difference between the Orwellian term newspeak and the modern term doublespeak?

5. What is doublespeak, and who are two past winners of the Doublespeak Award by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE)?  For each winner, give one of the phrases uttered that clearly demonstrates doublespeak?
6. What is propaganda, and how do governments use it to further their control?
7. What is totalitarianism, and which two countries under this form of government were the basis of Orwell’s novel 1984?
8. What are three characteristics of fascism, and how did the term originate?  What were the major fascist governments of the 1940’s?
9. What is the difference between a utopia and a dystopia?
10. Who was Joseph Stalin, what country did he lead, when did he lead it, and how many people       died because of his political persecutions?
11. What is the difference in meaning between the terms proletarian and bourgeois?
12.  How did George Orwell arrive at the name 1984 for his novel?

13. If it is 1:00 P.M., what time is it in military time?
