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Security, the Limit to Freedom

One of our found fathers, Benjamin Franklin once said, “Those who would give up essential liberty to purchase a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.”  Franklin was one of those who helped establish our freedom for the people of our country today.  He helped construct the constitution of the United States, which gives us all the guidelines for our independence.  Even though we are granted freedom, it is limited in order to provide safety for the public and to prevent crime from taking place. Franklin believed that anyone who gave up their liberty for safety never had freedom in the beginning.  Big Brother convinced the people of Oceania that in order to be a safe society, everyone must be closely watched by the government.  Freedom was a privilege that these citizens did not have, and the only way to try to obtain it was to rebel.  Big Brother was able to convince them that safety was a priority that must come first in their lives before sovereignty.  Thinking of even starting a revolutionary was a crime in itself, a thoughtcrime.  Those who attempted to revolt never made it far until they were caught and erased from history completely.  In George Orwell’s novel, 1984, he warns us about the mind control of Big Brother, and how the power of the government is continuously rising over the lives of citizens by spying and using fear to diminish American freedom.

The only way Big Brother is able to become so powerful is to manipulate people with mind control making the community believe anything he says is accurate.  The protagonist of the story, Winston Smith, always obeyed the rules according to Big Brother, however in his mind he always had different thoughts about rebelling against the government.  He knew that nearly everyone was brainwashed in Oceania into thinking the government was always correct, and anyone who disagreed was to never be seen again.  Winston himself was persuaded into believing absolutely anything Big Brother made him think even is it was wrong, “Almost unconsciously he traced his finger in the dust on the table 2+2=5.  They can’t get inside you” (Orwell 317).  All our opinions are created based on an entire group mind.  We listen to what others say, and gain knowledge from what we are told which forms the foundation for producing our personal ideas and thoughts.  Big Brother uses the method of force and persuasion to direct the mentality of the people in Oceania.  Only a select few like Winston and his love Julia have different judgment about the direction of government.  These people digest the hatred that Big Brother spews upon them, and use it to formulate their idea of what the world should be like.  The government tries to start by getting the children of Oceania to believe in their methods, some children are so swallowed in this psyche control that they turn in their own parents.  No one can be an individual because they do not have hardly any freedom at all to express themselves.  Everyone has almost the same identical daily schedule as if they were robots and not human beings.

Orwell shows throughout the entire novel how each individual character in the nation of Oceania is watched closely by telescreens or are apart of spying on the people themselves.  Although Big Brother convinces the public of their safety, no one person in actuality is safe.  One slight disruption that is noticed by the Thought Police, for example, talking about revolting in your sleep can result in death or torture.  Everywhere he went, Big Brother watched Winston as well as everyone else, “It was one of those pictures which are so contrived that the eyes follow you about when you move.  BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU” (6).  No where was anyone safe from the constant spying that goes on endlessly by the totalitarian government.   Our own government in the United States spies on us by screening our phone calls and sorting threw our e-mails.  The authorities do not notify us of their undercover work unless we are violating any part of the law.  This violates our freedom that is guaranteed in the constitution.  We have a right to our privacy, but it is dissected by certain limits to assure safety. Winston’s partner in crime thought that, “Moreover she took it for granted that everyone or nearly everyone, secretly hated the Party and would break the rules if he thought it was safe to do so.  But she refused to believe that widespread organized opposition existed or could exist” (166).   No one ever took action in taking over the government, but only thought to do so.  The only way this could be accomplished was if a large sum of people gathered together to plan a revolution, but by the time they could make plans The Party would most likely find out about it.

Fear is “a distressing emotion aroused by impending danger, evil, or pain whether the threat is real or imagined; the feeling or condition of being afraid” (dictionary.com).  Big Brother used fear as a key factor in influencing the brains of his subjects.  The people fear the government, as a result of spying on every move that each person makes.  Big Brother convinced people that, “You had to live –did live, from the habit that became instinct-in the assumption that every sound you made was overheard, and, except in darkness, every move scrutinized” (5).  Some people have severe phobias to certain things.  Big Brother takes your weaknesses, and uses them to his advantage.  President Bush often uses our fear as well to allow him to spy on us.  He persuades our thinking by telling us that he is trying to keep terrorism out of our country, therefore, the government must spy on us in case anyone may try to commit terrorist acts within our nation.  I believe that this is a defiance against our rights because we are guaranteed privacy in the constitution in yet we are being spied upon without probable cause.  Fear of having crimes being committed against us is what allows the government to take advantage of our privacy.  There will always be limits on our safety in order to protect the people from being hurt, and to allow everyone to be equivalent in our country. 

Freedom is an opportunity that many move to our country for in order to be able to express their own minds, individuality, and opinions.  Other countries do not have the advantage of independence to live their lives how they would want to.  Similar to Oceania, most other countries such as Korea are ran under a totalitarian government.  Orwell showed that Big Brother believed “WAR IS PEACE, FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, AND IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH” (114).  He led his country to believe that freedom would not benefit the people, but enslave them when it is really the opposite.  The citizens of Oceania were to be all alike in the way that they think, dress, and all the daily tasks they must perform.  With every action comes a consequence, for that reason no one has the complete freedom to do anything they please.  The only one who would have essential freedom would be the dictator of a country because no matter what he does, he would be able to convince his people that it was done for a reasonable purpose.  The Party uses a term called Newspeak  “whose aim was to make any alternative thinking "thoughtcrime" or speech impossible by removing any words or possible constructs which describe the ideas of freedom, rebellion and so on” (wikipedia.com).  By reducing the language, it would be harder for someone to think of trying to revolt against the government.  This took away freedom of speech in Oceania because they were not allowed to say anything they wanted or it could be considered a crime, and tortured or killed for it.  

The novel 1984 is an example of how Big Brother can spy on his citizens and utilize fear in order to reduce their freedom to increase his own power and control.  The idea of this novel was to display not only how the government has been in previous years, but to predict of what may come in the future.  His theory on governmental rule and mind control was correct in prediction of our future.  We may not be under such strict restraint as the people in Orwell’s novel, but we are also an example of how a single leader can encourage us to believe in what he thinks is correct by using much persuasion and reasoning.  Ben Franklin helped create the constitution for us all to have our own individual freedom, not to throw it all away for protection.  We can not let our fears drive us away from what we believe in.  Winston failed to do so because “he had won the victory over himself.  He loved Big Brother” (326).  If our country continues to let the government spy on us, then we will become like Winston and let Big Brother win the battle.  Protection is sometimes an extreme assistance in saving lives, however it limits what everyone wanted in the first place, freedom.  Just as Big Brother, Little Bush takes away our American freedom, our right to express ourselves, our freedom of speech, our right to privacy by watering us all with artificial water to make us believe that we will grow when really we are shriveling up and drowning our freedom away.
