Model Outline

I. INTRODUCTION

A. Set the Mood 

1. Reflective lead on human rights.
2. Tie in transcendentalism.


3. Tie in Emerson, Whitman, Thoreau, and Dead Poets Society
4. Thesis Statement: By using the ideas of transcendentalism one can create their own views on life and have their own thoughts and beliefs because they have the right of human choice.
II. BODY OF SUPPORTING PARAGRAPHS  
           

A.  Supports Structure of Thesis: 

1. Statement: Everyone has the right to have their own thoughts and 
opinions on things.
2. Example: “Nothing is at last…” (Emerson 364).
3. Explanation: Emerson shows that one has the power of their own mind 
and that is a very neat thing and no one can take that away from 
you.

4. Example: “Do not be too moral…” (Thoreau)

5. Explanation: People have more power in their hands than they think 
and Thoreau explains that people should be good for something by 
deciding on what is right.
B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Explanation: Whitman explains that one must let their voice be heard 
and they must make an impression on the world.
2. Example: “I am not a bit tamed…” (Whitman 403).
3. Explanation: Keating is telling his students that they all have the 
right to live and they can decide by themselves how they want to 
live.
4. Example: “That the powerful …” (DPS).

5. Statement: Everyone has a chance in life and they have the right to 
choose how they want their life to be.
C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: To be self reliant one must make their own decisions and 
think they way they want because they have a right to do so.
2. Example: “Whoso would be a man…” (Emerson 364).
3. Explanation: Emerson explains that nonconformity is a good thing 
because it makes one feel in control.
4. Explanation: To be nonconformist is to not let other people influence 
one’s thoughts and when people do not understand those thoughts 
they get angry.
5. Example: “For nonconformity whips…” (Emerson 365).
D. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Example: “What I must do is…” (Emerson 365).
2. Statement: To be non conformist is a challenge.
3. Explanation: One must not care what other people think when they 
are nonconformist and Keating Emerson explains that the value of 
the individual is great.
4. Example: “Now we all have…” (DPS).

5. Explanation: Not everyone agrees with one’s opinions and beliefs, but 
if one trusts themselves they can feel more self reliant.

E. Supports Structure of Thesis:


1. Statement: It is our choice to what we want to think and believe.



2. Example: “They believe they’re…” (DPS).

3. Explanation: As humans we only have one shot in life and we can make 
it worth while or just go with the flow.

III. CONCLUSION
A. Close the Mood   
1. Restatement of thesis: Human beings have the right to have personal beliefs and conceptions in life and those ideas reflect those of transcendentalism.  
2. Explanation reflecting on thesis and transcendentalists.
3. Analogy or figure of speech: Life’s like a road trip where you are the driver and have to make your own map.
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