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To Kill a Mockingbird
The Trial of Boo Radley

Writing Situation:  At the end of Chapter 28, Bob Ewell is found dead with a knife through his chest.  As we find out in Chapter 30, Boo Radley stabbed him while saving Jem and Scout.  Sheriff Heck Tate said, “Let the dead bury the dead, Mr. Finch.  Bob Ewell fell on his knife.”  However, we are going to imagine that a grand jury was called and they indicted Arthur “Boo” Radley for manslaughter.  Manslaughter is defined as causing death through negligence (carelessness).
[image: image2.wmf]For this trial the class will be divided into the prosecution and the defense.  The prosecution shall consist of Mr. Gilmer and the witnesses he will call to prove his case:  Mayella Ewell, Heck Tate, and Judge Taylor.  The defense will consist of Atticus Finch as lead attorney, and the witnesses he will call:  Scout, Jem, and Boo.  

Directions for Writing:  Write a multi-paragraph essay from your assigned character’s point of view that weighs the evidence of the case against “Boo” Radley.  Begin your essay with a lead that reflects in depth before providing a summary of what happened in the incident.  Your thesis statement must express your purpose by clearly indicating if Boo is guilty or not guilty of manslaughter for his role in Bob Ewell’s death.  The body paragraphs must directly cite examples from the book and explain how the evidence proves your thesis.  In the conclusion, restate your thesis before reflecting on the most important evidence by readdressing your lead. Finally, leave the jury with a closing statement indicating how they should vote in the case.
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An “A” essay will do all or most of the following:

· Introduction contains a lead that reflects in depth, makes a universal connection, and narrows it down to events in our lives and in To Kill a Mockingbird.
· Introduction contains a plot summary by providing context that clearly reflects your character’s point of view regarding the events surrounding Bob Ewell’s death.

· Thesis statement appears at the end of the introduction, clearly states the criteria by which Boo is innocent or guilty of manslaughter and thoroughly controls each paragraph of the essay. 

· Each paragraph is nine sentences or more in length, the writer varies the paragraph structure, and provides in-depth, insightful writing from the assigned character’s point of view, and is at least three pages long
· Each body paragraph provides directly cited example(s) from the book to persuasively support your thesis and is clearly explained in at least four sentences

· Transition words or phrases smoothly connect sentences and or paragraphs

· Conclusion restates the thesis, reflects on the dominant issues by readdressing the lead, provides a strong final statement indicating Boo’s innocence or guilt in relation to manslaughter, and uses a figure of speech to grab the audience’s attention

· Relatively free of spelling, grammatical, and mechanical errors
The Writing Process: Before writing your timed essay, please go through all the basic steps.  You will need to brainstorm your thesis, revise your thesis until it clearly states your purpose as a writer, write a formal outline, and then compose your essay.  Good luck and happy writing.

Brainstorm your thesis:  In the space below, brainstorm the criteria for your thesis statement.  Begin your brainstorm by indicating whether or not you believe Boo Radley is guilty of manslaughter for his role in Bob Ewell’s death from your character’s point of view.  Then, come up with at least two or three criteria on which to base your thesis.  Next, write down (in brainstorm format, of course) one or more directly cited examples for each criteria.  Finally, don’t forget to brainstorm a brief explanation of how each example supports your criteria.
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Draft and Revise Your Thesis:  Working from your brainstorm, draft your thesis statement and revise it until it clearly controls your purpose for writing this essay. 


Outline Your Essay:  Last, but not least, use your thesis and brainstorm to create a formal outline that will guide your timed essay.  Please use the example outline on page four of your “Write Way” packet to format your outline.  All that’s left is to write your essay.
