To Kill a Mockingbird

Anticipation Guide

Part I Directions:  Before reading To Kill a Mockingbird, in the “Before” column, respond to each statement by putting a plus sign (+) if you agree with it, a minus sign   (-) if you disagree, and a question mark (?) if you are unsure of your belief.

Part II Directions:  For one of the statements below, respond in your journal (350 words or more) as to why you have the belief you do.  Then, after listening to another student read you her or his journal, write a 150 word response and post it on our message board at www.mrjeffrey.com.
Part III Directions: Once you are finished with the novel, in the “After” column respond again to the statements.  Then, reply in your journal (350 words or more) to a statement where your belief has changed since reading the story.  If not, write about a different statement than you responded to in Part II.
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1. _____

2. _____

3. _____

4. _____

5. _____

6. _____

7. _____

8. _____

9. _____

10. _____

Adults have little positive influence on children.
All people are created equally.
Everyone has prejudices about things and people.
Education occurs only inside a classroom.
The advantages of living in a small town are greater than life in a big city.
Things can’t always be the way we want them to be:  that’s a part of growing up.

Courage means doing something difficult even though it can be frightening.
Most of our values and attitudes develop during childhood.
Fear and ignorance keep prejudice alive.
Sometimes, it’s best to take the law into your own hands.
After Reading
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