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Directions:  After reading “Saying Yes,” by Diana Chang, respond in a 400+ word Deep Thoughts response (in MLA format) by stating your interpretation of the poem.  Then, relate your feelings regarding your family heritage and whether or not you agree with Diana Chang’s perspective that she chooses to be thought of as Chinese and American, not just one or the other.  Finally, how does this poem represent the notion of what an American is and how others in American society perceive one another.


“Are you Chinese?”

“Yes.”

“American?”

“Yes.”

“Really Chinese?”

“No . . . not quite.”

“Really American?”

“Well, actually, you see . . .”

But I would rather say

yes

Not neither-nor,

not maybe,

but both, and not only

The homes I’ve had,

the ways I am

I’d rather say it

twice,

yes






